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From the Kansas Economic Development 
Community in January 2019: 
“Fix Commerce.”
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Top Economic Development 
Priorities:

• No Plan for Growth Since 1986
• No Leads Coming from Commerce
• Little/No Communication
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We Have a Plan, and We’re Delivering.
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Rebuilt Our Sales Force:
• Added Recruiters to Key Markets
• Restored the International Division
• Restructured In-State Business Development Team



Improved Communication:
Focusing on What We Do and Why
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But We Didn’t Stop There…

• Workforce Development is Central

• Community Development Revitalized

• Rural Prosperity Prioritized

• Supported Key Infrastructure

• Reengaged in Innovation

• Realigned with Kansas Tourism

• Faced Pandemic Challenges Head-On
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Workforce Development:
Central to Our Success
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Community Development:
Quality of Life Prioritized, 
Key Programs Returned
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Rural Prosperity:
Made a Focus, with Resources 
Included



Supported Key Infrastructure:
Office of Broadband Development,
Building A Stronger Economy 
(BASE)
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Housing Development:
SHOVL Program and RHID Expansion

12



Elevating Innovation:
Launched Office of Innovation
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Kansas Tourism:
Re-Aligned with Economic 
Development
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There’s No Place Like Kansas



Facing Challenges Head-On:
Delivered Key Support To 
Businesses
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What Has All This Yielded for 
Kansas?
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2019 2020 2021 2022
YTD

$2.5B

$3.8B

$1.3B

The 
Framework 
is Working

$6.9B

52,32
0

New and 
Retained 

Jobs766
Projects

Since 2019
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Leavenworth Economic Wins

14 111
Projects New Jobs Retained Jobs Capital Investment

$502,116,900199



Another Record-Breaking Year In the Works

2020

2020
GOLD SHOVEL
WINNER

TOP 20
STATE
FOR
DOING 

BUSINESS

2021

THE
GOVERNOR’S

CUP
PER CAPITA

2021 2021

2021
GOLD SHOVEL
WINNER

Three Years Later, The Wins Keep Coming
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MOST
IMPROVED
STATE

FOR ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT

2020

PROSPERITY
CUP 2021

7.3% GDP GROWTH
IN THE 1ST QUARTER

2021

OUTSTANDING
SERVICE 
PROVIDER

INTERNATIONAL
DIVISION

2021

#1 BUSINESS
CLIMATE

IN OUR REGION

2020



Support for Small Business:
Creation of GrowKS
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Let’s Talk.
Community Development Director, Kayla Savage


